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The mission of the organization 
is to protect and preserve the 
historical and natural resources 
of Twin Lakes. The Twin Lakes 
Improvement Association (TLIA) 
owns the 1906 water storage right 
which is for recreation and wildlife 
habitat. The board continues 
to work to protect and defend 

this right for the benefit of all who come to enjoy 
the lake and all it has to offer. Throughout the 
newsletter, you will find updates on the progress of 
the projects benefiting the entire watershed.  The 
Board continues to work on your behalf to ensure 
all projects align with its mission.  

The TLIA board members receive no compensation 
for their work; they give of their time, talent 
and energy to help maintain the historic natural 
resources of Twin Lakes are excellent examples of 
servant leadership. I would ask you to reach out 
and thank your board members for their dedication 
and commitment to keeping Twin Lakes a place for 
future generations to enjoy. I want to encourage 
everyone to take the time this year to join the 
association.  The annual membership is a nominal 
fee of $20.00 and helps with operating costs and 
to make a difference.  TLIA will also be doing a 
significant amount of fundraising for the channel 
restoration project. The details for the project are 
available within the newsletter. 

I want to thank members of TLIA and volunteers 
who, support financially and provide materials for 
projects impacting the water quality of Twin Lakes. 
We are stronger together making a difference for 

Annual Meeting
JULY 6, 2019

We are inviting all association members, property 
owners, the general public and guests to attend 
the Twin Lakes Improvement Association’s annual 
meeting on Saturday, July 6, 2019.  Sign-in at 9:30 AM 
There will be booths with a variety of information so 
come early to check them out. The Actual meeting 
goes from 10:00 to 11:30 AM.  The meeting location 
is at the Twin Lakes Elementary School, located at 
5326 West Rice Road, in Rathdrum. 

This annual meeting provides an opportunity to 
address issues and concerns with the Board of 
Directors. To facilitate this process, please send 
questions in advance of the meeting, so the board 
can be prepared to address your questions.  Please 
mail to TLIA, P.O. Box 620, Rathdrum, ID 83858, or 
e-mail us at twlia@hotmail.com.

Annual Meeting – Speakers

David Callahan- Director of Kootenai County 
Community Development, will discuss the Kootenai 
County Changes in the county building/ remodel 
codes and the April 2019 expiration of the opt-out 
program which allowed property owners to opt out 
of the building permit.  Learn what other changes 

future generations.  Our Annual meeting is on July 6, 
2019.  Please save the date and plan to attend this 
educational and informative meeting.

I look forward to your participation.     

Best Regards Debbie Andrews President TLIA 
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may impact your property.  David will also touch on 
the 86 acres Twin Lakes Reserve subdivision going 
in at Twin Lakes, Marylyn Rd, and Twin Lakes Rd. 

TLIA Board Member- Doug Jayne will present the 
approved plan for the channel Restoration project 
and the environmental mitigation.  We will also 
discuss fundraising needs and sources

Jarron Kremin- Winner of National History Day – 
Jarron is the winner of North Idaho Regional and 
went onto the state competition in Boise. Reed 
Center award for Western Studies From BYU. This is 
an excellent opportunity to learn from our history.  
You will also have an opportunity to sign up for 
various workshops available in later this year from 
the office of emergency management. 

Chris Schnepf-  Area Extension Educator – Forestry 
& Professor –Chris teaches the following free public 
workshops as part of the fire smart program. He will 
provide an overview of the workshops and sign up 
sheets will be available at the meeting

• Landscaping for Fire Prevention
• Ongoing Fuels Treatment Maintenance
• Fire in the Wildland Urban Interface
• Pruning & Ladder Fuels, Vegetation 
• Removal to Modify Fire Behavior
• 

Annual Meeting 
TLIA Board Elections

Elections for five (5) positions on the TLIA Board of 
Directors will take place at the annual meeting.  We 
are looking for members who can dedicate time and 
energy to support the goals of our lake association 
and projects. If you are interested in becoming active 
on the Board or know of someone who is, please 
contact your Board President: Debbie Andrews at 
cell #724-553-8779, or Vice President: Pat Miller at 
cell #208-660-3097.

4th of July Boat Parade!
Come join this year’s parade on Thrusday, July 4th 
2019, starting at 11:00am.  The parade will begin on 
upper Twin Lake’s public boat launch. Decorate your 
boat and join your neighbors on the water this 4th 
of July.  The annual parade is enjoyed by so many 
people who live and visit Twin Lakes.  The narrows 
is wide open so we hope you will plan to travel both 

lakes.  Depending on the water level, use caution 
going under the bridge from the channel area into 
the lower lake.  This event has a history dating back 
to the 1900’s. 

Your TLIA Board wishes to remind participants; 
although your association does not organize the 
boat parade, we proudly support this grassroots 
participation in celebrating on a local level our 
country’s independence. 

FREE Boat Safety Courses
Recreational boating is a great way to make memories 
and enjoy the water.  Think about taking advantage 
of the Kootenai County Sheriff’s free Boating Safety 
Course. Marine Division Sgt. Klinkerfus advises 
those interested can view available dates and 
register for the class online via Idaho State Parks and 
Recreation; https://idpr.idaho.gov/reced/Home/
Search?searchOption=BOAT 

The 2019 classes in Kootenai County are scheduled 
on: June 8th, July 13th, Aug 9th, and Sept 14th from 
8am-4pm.  Personal classes are available for groups 
of five or more persons.  For more information 
contact Sgt. Klinkerfus at the Kootenai County 
Sheriff’s office, 208-446-1300 (ask for dispatch).

Family Histor at Twin Lakes, Idaho
The Twin Lakes community is like a family.  Over 
the years, we each have a connection to this place 
and to each other.  Each year we like to provide 
an article of a family that has been involved at the 

2019 TLIA Newsletter - Page 2 of 16

F. Edwin Smetheram (father) on dock - 1927



Eunice Smetheram 
(grandmother) - 1920

lakes.  This year we would like to share the story of 
the Smetheram Family.

Twin Lakes Memories 1919-1950 
by Captian Herb Smetheram, 
U.S. Navy, Retired 1919-1939

My father, F. Edwin Smetheram, first arrived at 
Lower Twin Lakes as a Boy Scout in 1918 or 1919 
when he attended the Boy Scout Jamboree. The 
Jamboree was held at the resort and camp area on 
Point Delight. He lived in Spokane and was attending 
North Central High School. Lower Twin Lakes was 
a popular resort area with hotels and resorts at 
that time, including major vacation places at Point 
Delight, Echo Beach and what is now Twinlow.

His parents were so impressed with the Lake that 
they began renting a place in the Fir Grove tract 
on Lane 4, now Covey Lane, below Twinlow.  (An 
interesting sideline are the name changes of Lane 4. 
In the late 1900s the County changed it to Lakeview 
Ave. Later, however, the County decided there were 

too many roads called Lakeview, so changed it back 
to the very picturesque and descriptive name of 
North Lane 4. In about 2005 the County decided to 
rename it again and actually asked the residents of 
the road to suggest a name. Our oldest daughter, 
Alice, along with Mary Scobee who lived four houses 
north of us suggested Covey Lane. This was due to 
the many families of quail that live along the road. 
The County accepted it). 
I have pictures of my grandparents, Edwin and Eunice 

Smetheram, and my father at Twin Lakes during the 
1920s. During this time my father attended the U. 
of Washington and upon graduation married and 
took up residence in Seattle. During the summers 
he vacationed with his parents at the Lake.
My first visit to the Lake was during the summer of 
1936 when I was two years old. I was sent to stay 
with my grandparents in Spokane while my brother 
Don was being born. They brought me to the house 
on the Lake that they were renting, which is where 
our present residence is located. I have very few 
memories of that year or the next couple of years 
when our whole family vacationed at the Lake.  I 
do remember we had some electric lights but no 
electric range or refrigerator.  We had oil lamps, 
candles, an icebox and a wood stove that still is in 
the house. Major electric power did appear in 1938 
or 39. The 1940s were the years that I have strong 
and vivid memories of events and activities during 
our summers. 

Foote’s Store

Foote’s store was our next door neighbor and was 
a very pleasurable memory. Bob and Betty Foote 
bought the property in the 1920s. It was their 
residence as well as a small convenience store. They 
also owned three other adjacent houses that they 
rented during the summer. One was directly behind 
them (now the residence of Maureen Hogan). 
The second named Lapping Waters (eventually 
demolished) was on the beachfront below and the 
third was across the road kitty-corner from the 
store. This third house was destroyed by fire in the 
1950s or 60s. 

Since the store sold ice cream bars and soda pop, it 
was very popular with kids. My brother and I were 
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Our backyard, & Grandfather’s Studebaker - 1940

allowed a daily afternoon trip to buy such a snack. 
The Twinlow Camp staff teenagers were given 
an afternoon break so they frequented the store 
regularly. Betty was the clerk and also served as the 
Lane’s postmistress, as our mail was delivered to 
the store. 

Both were British and Bob was a World War I vet 
who was injured in the gas attack at the battle of 
Ypres. The Idaho climate was recommended for his 
recovery. During the winter he cut ice blocks from 
the Lake and stored them in layers of sawdust in 
an ice shed on the beachfront next to the Lapping 
Waters house. During the summer he loaded the 
ice blocks on an old flatbed truck and sold them to 
homes for a dime. We would then chip the block to 
fit our icebox.

They had a wooly sheepdog named Bobo who 
followed Bob everywhere including riding on the 
truck. One night in 1943 Bobo was found mauled 
to death, probably by a bobcat. Bob passed away 
in 1944. Betty maintained the store through 1945 
and remarried a widower named MacDonald who 
owned the house at the end of Lane 4, now owned 
by the Jester family. They retired to Arizona. The 
store was sold to Twinlow and resold later to the 
Bosch family.

1940 – 1950 Activities

Our family living in Seattle came to the Lake each 
summer during 1940 to 1946, essentially during the 
years of World War II. My father was in the Navy and 
stationed in Bremerton, so he was able to come to 
the Lake during holidays and his leave times. My 
mother, brother and I were there all summer. My 
grandparents would come out on weekends from 
Spokane. The Navy opened a Training Center for 
recruits at Farragut on Lake Pend d’Oreille. A Navy 

doctor and his wife rented Lapping Waters. Every 
couple of weeks his wife would drive my mother 
to the Naval Commissary at Farragut for a major 
shopping trip.
Fire always was a worry then as it is still. In the 
summer of 1944 a brush fire started on the Twinlow 
grounds and moved north. The first responders were 
the Twinlow staff who used buckets and shovels to 
try to stem it. The volunteer fire department arrived 
but their pump and hoses wouldn’t reach from the 
Lake. There was quite a bit of smoke and it was a 
scary time. We didn’t have a car and gathered at the 
Foote store with other residents. Finally, two large 
fire trucks filled with sailors from Farragut came 
roaring down Lane 4 and were able to extinguish 
the fire. I don’t remember any structures being 
damaged.

My brother and I had several playmates. The Burch 
family owned a large white house called Pinecrest 
and there were seven daughters, four of whom were 
our age. Twinlow now owns Pinecrest. Between 

Pinecrest and Twinlow was a large red house owned 
by the Haskins family. Their son was also our age. 
That house was later destroyed by fire and Twinlow 
owns that property.  Both Burch and Haskins owned 
large speedboats that took us for rides. Along with 
a speedboat owned by Percy Cochran these three 
were among the very few on the Lake. Almost all the 
other boating on the Lake were rowboats.

Cochran owned the large ranch that now is Twin 
Lakes Village. Every once in a while one of his cows 
would get loose and wander into our neighborhood. 
My grandfather and Rev. Freeman of Twinlow would 
corral it and contact Percy who came down and 
retrieved it. Beside the cows, there was wildlife that 
we no longer see. These were great fun to watch. 
There was a beaver family living across from the 
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Cochran ranch. We could see them swimming at 
various times throughout the day. Nighthawks 
would show up in numbers in the evening diving 
and swerving to catch insects. These birds with nests 
on the prairie were decimated by DDT. There were 
swarms of tadpoles so thick they actually blackened 
water at the edge of the beach. We could dip a jar in 
the water and fill it with tadpoles.
These years were a great time for kids and did take 
our minds off the war news. In the late summer of 
1945 we gathered at one of the Foote’s houses as 
the renters had a radio. We listened to the news of 
the surrender of Japan and the end of the war. After 
1946 we still came to the Lake though not for the 
entire summer as we were in high school and college 
and had other summer activities. Then I served 
thirty years in the Navy. My wife and I have retired in 
Orlando, Florida, but my summers are again spent 
here. Five generations of the Smetheram family 
now vacation here. My brother, deceased, bought 
the house next to us so his family spends time here 
also. With this history Twin Lakes is more than just 
our vacation home.

TLIA 5TH Annual Fundraiser 
“Beer, Brauts, and a Band”

Saturday, August 3th, 2019 
6:00 pm-9:00 pm

You will want to keep Saturday, August 3th open.  
TLIA will have its fourth annual Beer, Brats and, 
Band fundraiser and silent auction.  This is a 
community-wide effort to raise funds to improve 
the water quality of our lake.  I know everyone has 
enjoyed the results of TLIA’s work so far.  The lake 
water at Twin Lakes is cleaner with reductions in 
sediment loads and phosphorus.  The narrows are 
navigable for recreational use.  This work would not 
be accomplished without you and the many hours 
donated by local volunteers. 

Last year’s event raised over $9,000.00 to support 
stream bank restoration, sediment removal, 
providing a 50-foot wide navigable lane in the 
channel, water sampling and additional fencing of 
Fish Creek.  We have a big project ahead to make a 
50-foot navigation lane in the mid-Channel between 
the two lakes, removing organic materials and 
phosphorus. Most of the projects are continued 
from year to year to keep the progress going.

This year we will be raffling a paddleboard, the 
must-have item for all lake people.  The auction is 
always fun as well as dancing to “Driven.”  Let’s make 
this an evening to enjoy our neighbors near and far 
and support our lake.   

Raffle Tickets will sell at $5.00 each or 5 for $20 so 
why not take a chance for a new paddleboard. 
Tickets for the event are $10.00 pre-sale or $15.00 
at the door.  

Any questions, or to get tickets, donate an item, or 
volunteer, please contact:

Jean Emerson, Fundraising Chair 760-641-5701
Debbie Andrews TLIA President 724-553-8779

Inland Empire Paper Company Woods Tour & 
Recreational Permit

Inland Empire Paper Company owns more than 
116,000 acres of timberland in northeastern 
Washington and northern Idaho. Private timberlands 
like these provide many of the wood products used 
by the public. Paul Buckland Forester for IEP will 
conduct the 2019 Woods Tour on Friday, August 
30th at 8:30 am.  The group will meet at the mid-
Channel Boat Launch.  Space is limited, so please 
plan to sign up during the annual meeting. 

Part of the IEP Forest Management philosophy is to 
protect the natural resources we all enjoy in these 
timberland areas and to make these resources 
available for year-round public recreation and 
enjoyment. With an IEP Access Permit, you and 
your family can enjoy: Berry/Mushroom Picking, 
Firewood Gathering, Hiking, Horseback Riding, 
Hunting/Fishing, Mountain Bike Riding, Motorcycle/
ATV Riding, Snowshoeing/Cross-Country Skiing, and 
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Christmas Tree Cutting

For more information on IEP’s Recreational Use 
Program, or to plan a Group activity, please contact 
us at: (208) 623-2539 or toll-free at 1(866) 437-7711

You can pick up your permit at 
Rathdrum, ID Dashco Convenience/Gas Store 
(Exxon) – 15963 N. Hwy 41 Rathdrum, ID or

Get your permits at the annual meeting 

Water Master Steve Neff’s 2018 Update

Spring 2018 started with 
another good snowpack 
in the Twin Lakes 
drainage. Runoff was 
similar to spring 2017, 
however high flows 
appeared about one 
month later. The lake 
had been filled by the 
Flood Control District to 
a high of 10.2 feet at that 
point. In late April, once 
the Flood Control District 
identified the threat of 

flooding had passed, my role as watermaster began 
and I took control of the dam.

New management at Idaho Department of Water 
Resources (IDWR) in 2017 brought a renewed 
interest in understanding the 1989 decree, cleaning 
up the water administration of the district, and 
moving forward with the coming adjudication. The 
summer of 2018 included meetings, conference 
calls, and site visits, all focused on bringing the 
delivery of water into compliance with the decree 
and IDWR’s instructions to the watermaster, as well 
as current rules followed throughout the State of 
Idaho.

During August 2018, significant time was spent 
minimizing and eliminating dams, removing debris, 
and stopping water loss along Rathdrum Creek. 
The work made it possible to deliver water to the 
stockwater right on the Sylte Ranch the entire season. 
This also made it possible to ensure domestic water 
rights along the creek could be filled, including a 

household that draws water from the stream and 
filters it for domestic drinking use.
IDWR proposed a reduction in the number of 
members in the water district in late 2018, as it is 
customary across the state to only include those 
with usage higher than a domestic amount. IDWR 
presented information for discussion at the annual 
water district meeting held on May 15, 2019.

Water District 95C is developing a new website and 
will be up and running soon. The Flood Control 
District has updated their website at the existing 
www.TwinLakesIdaho.org address. Watch for a link 
to the new 95C Water District site there, or at the 
updated TLIA website at 

TwinLakesImprovementAssociation.org.

Fish Creek Restoration Project 
2019 Update

During 2018, TLIA Board members and community 
volunteers took the opportunity to address 
maintenance on the Fish Creek Restoration Project 
(FCRP).   As part of TLIA responsibility thru the 319 
Grant, and our agreement with the Easterday family 
who owns the ranch, we maintain the site each 
year to provide the best chance for success of the 
restoration project along Fish Creek. 
This year we addressed excess grass growth, fence 
line adjustments, and stream bank damage.  Due to 
the high fire danger additional work was suspended. 
Just like your lawn, the grass within the fence line 
of the Fish Creek site needs to be maintained.  If 
left unattended, a myriad of environmental and 
ecological issues arise.  These grasses help provide 
structural support but need to be kept low.  This 
addressed those concerns and gained access for 
work that was done.  In mid-June, we rented two 
large brush cutters and spent a full day cutting the 
grasses down to size.

2019 TLIA Newsletter - Page 6 of 16



As part of our agreement with the Easterday Ranch 
owners, TLIA was responsible to adjust the cattle 
fencing we placed along the creek to protect the 
restoration site.  For three days between June 
19th and 21st (34) volunteers from the Twinlow 
Church Camp helped with the cattle fencing on the 
site.  Moving cattle fencing is a laborious task that 
the young volunteers took to with enthusiasm.  It 
required digging numerous post holes, placing 
heavy posts and securing them with cross beams, 
spikes and wire.  The work helped the volunteers 
learn how to use hand tools and coordinate as a 
team to build the structures.   These corner post 
locations were the foundation for the barbed wire 
fencing that prevents the cattle from entering the 
restoration project area and damaging the years of 
planting and growth that has been done. 

 
In mid-July, Boy Scout 
Grant Roth along with 
(17) other scouts and 
parents, volunteered 
at the FCRP site.  
Grant was working 
towards his Eagle 
Scout badge and 
chose the Fish Creek 
Restoration Project 
site as his project to 
earn his badge. Grant 
was responsible for 

identifying and selecting a project that not only 
benefited the BSA but also the community.  The 
FCRP had an issue with one of the streambanks that 
eroded during high water flow during the previous 
spring.  This damaged one of the structures 
designed to protect the streambank.   Grant 
formulated a plan to rebuild the structure.  Grants’ 
responsibility included the coordination with TLIA 
Board to design the replacement structure.  Grant 

coordinated the materials needed, the Boy Scouts 
volunteers, supervision and oversite as everyone 
who performed the work.  The work involved the 
removal of some of the prior structure, transporting 
and placement of large logs from other areas of 
the restoration site to the streambank, securing 
the new structure with large spikes, placement of 
wire screen, within which rock was placed to solidity 
the structure.  Grant kept the teams coordinating 
with each other.  As one team gathered material, a 
second team passed that material to the third team 
who were down the embankment in the work area.  
At the end of the day, the structure was rebuilt and 
believed to be stronger and more effective than the 
one it replaced.  

As with all TLIA project, it is the volunteers that make 
it a success.  We wish to thank those who volunteer 
their time to help on this project.  It is a great way 
to help the community, learn new skills, and gain a 
deeper appreciation for the water we use and enjoy 
at Twin Lakes. 

Steve Kolb

Twin Lakes Community Schoolhouse
Summer FUNdraisers:

Teatime at the Schoolhouse
Saturday July 13th

Bring your girlfriends, moms, daughters, sister 
and granddaughters to the Twin Lakes Community 
Schoolhouse for a formal tea party. Tea sandwiches, 
assorted sweets, tea and cold drinks will be served 
at this sit down function. Dress up as much as you 
like. Hats and gloves are welcome but not required. 
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We’ll have raffle items, hats and tons of good fun. 
Seating is limited and reservations are required. 

The first seating is 11:00am to 12:30pm. Second 
seating is 1:30pm to 3:00pm. 
Adults $15; children 12 and under $8
Call Laura (208) 771-6139

Twin Lakes 5th Annual Ice Cream Social Saturday 
August 17th from 2:00 - 3:00.

Ice cream cones, root beer floats, sundaes... YUM! 
Plus games for kids, raffle baskets and fun times 
with friends and family. This has been a favorite 
FUNdraiser for four years and this year will be no 
different. Come check out the history booth with 
great pictures of the schoolhouse in the “good ole 
days” and browse through our County Store for 
handmade crafts. 

All FUNdraiser proceeds go towards the restoration 
fund for the 99 year old schoolhouse. Twin Lakes 
Community Schoolhouse Fundation Inc. is a non-
profit foundation. Our mission is to restore the 
historic schoolhouse to a funtioning gathering place 
for our community. Check us out on Facebook.

10017 W. Twin Lakes Road Rathdrum, ID 83858
TwinLakesCommunitySchoolhouse@gmail.com

Meet Your New Flood Control 
District #17 Commissioners 

Todd Howe Division 1 Upper Twin and Janet 
Armstrong Division 4 Rathdrum City

The Twin Lakes-Rathdrum Creek, Flood Control 
District 17 is made up of four divisions, Division 
1-Upper Twin Lakes, Division 2- Lower Twin Lakes, 
Division 3-Rathdrum Creek, and Division 4 Rathdrum 
City. A commissioner represents each Division. 
Chairman and Rathdrum Creek Commissioner 
Gordon Sylte,  Upper Twin Lake Commissioner Todd 
Howe, Lower Twin Lake Commissioner Gordon 
Stephenson, and Rathdrum City Commissioner 
Janet Armstrong.

Todd Howe and his family came to Twin Lakes 
seven years ago buying a year-round home on the 
Upper Twin.   Todd is the Assistant Plant Manager 

for Mutual Materials in Mica 
Washington.   Todd and his wife 
Toree are the proud parents 
of 3 children and blessed with 
four grandchildren. Todd was 
drawn to Twin Lakes with his 
love of water recreation.  He 
enjoys kayaking and various 
other watersports.   Todd 
hopes to make a difference 
and felt he should not complain without first helping 
to find a solution. 

Janet Armstrong was born 
in Wyoming growing up in 
Colorado. She lived 17 years in 
Alaska. After living in Coeur d 
Alene/ Rathdrum for 19 years, 
she and her husband Dirk 
decided they wanted to locate 
and live in the country near the 
water.  They found their dream 
home nestled along Rathdrum 

Creek.  Janet and Dirk have a blended family that 
includes seven children and fifteen grandchildren.  
Janet loves to be outdoors with nature; she enjoys 
bird and wildlife watching. She even makes Bird 
baths out of Rhubarb leaves. She is an avid quilter 
and loves anything crafty when not working at her 
job with QUALCOMM. Janet was interested in being 
a Commissioner because she loves nature and was 
interested in the local watershed. Janet wants to 
contribute to the community by helping keep the 
streams and lakes pristine for future generations 
and also to support the mission to prevent flooding 
and property loss.  

Both Commissioners believe in being a part of a 
community who gives back and hopes they will add 
value to the Flood Control District and its mission 
to manage/control flooding protecting life and 
property, for downstream users along the Rathdrum 
Creek down to its end into the Rathdrum Prairie 
aquifer.  The Flood Control Commissioners monitor 
the snowpack at the snow tell site and take core 
samples to understand and predict the water flow 
through the tributaries into Twin Lakes and then out 
the dam to Rathdrum Creek.  

The Flood Control District is responsible within its 
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boundaries to monitor & control the lake levels 
between 6’4” and 10’ 4 “by its water storage rights, 
(95-973).   The Flood Control District is funded by 
your local taxes, operating under Idaho Code Title 
42 Chapter 31.  

There is a link to the daily lake levels data on the 
Flood Control District #17 website at:

www.twinlakesidaho.org
The Flood Control District Meetings are held the 1st 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM at the Twin 
Lakes Village Office, chaired by Gordon Sylte.  This 
meeting is open to the public where you can voice 
your concerns.  Please feel free to contact your 
representative if you have flood concerns. 

New Website
Thanks to the creative and technical minds of Two 
Dudes Digital Designers, Trevin Spencer and Nick 
Sackman TLIA has a brand new website!

As you have already read there are some resources 
available on our website for all to access and use. 
Along with lake information there is information 
about what your Association has been and plans to 
work on, meeting minutes, safety information and 
information on how to rent the Lake Rake! 

Enjoy pictures and stories of how over the past 
several years TLIA has been involved in improving 
our beautiful lakes. Thank you Two Dudes! 

Kristen Moon, Board Member

Coming to a Launch Near You!

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture is 
enhancing efforts to prevent the spread of aquatic 
invasive species* in Twin Lakes and surrounding 
water bodies this summer. 

Expect to see friendly watercraft inspectors at the 
Upper Lake launch during several busy weekends 
May to October, checking boats, paddleboards, 
and gear for accidental hitchhikers that could be 
harmful to the lake. 

Permanent roadside watercraft inspection stations 
are tactically positioned to intercept boats that 
may be transporting harmful invasive species not 
found in Idaho, such as invasive mussels (zebra and 
quagga mussels). Your local roving crew will provide 
some valuable support in preventing the transfer of 
local invaders, especially aquatic noxious weeds not 
found in Twin Lakes, including Eurasian watermilfoil 
and curly leaf pondweed. 

Barring the Asian mystery snail, we did not observe 
nor receive reports of invasive species in your 
lake in 2018. Congratulations! Please continue 
keeping a watchful eye for potential new invaders. 
For a list of Idaho invasive pests and noxious 
weeds worth becoming familiar with please visit: 
http://invasivespecies.idaho.gov/pests and http://
invasivespecies.idaho.gov/plants. You may also call 
the Idaho Invasive Species Hotline (1-877-336-8676) 
to report an invasive species problem or to request 
a boat inspection free of charge.

*Invasive species are nonnative animals, plants and 
microorganisms that harm the economy, environment, 
human health, 
and recreation. 
Noxious 
weeds refer to 
invasive plants. 
Some aquatic 
examples 
include Asian 
mystery snail, 
zebra mussel, 
rusty crayfish, 
spiny waterflea, 
Eurasian 
watermilfoil, 
and curly-leaf 
pondweed
 

Top left to right: Eurasian watermilfoil and 
curly leaf pondweed, aquatic noxious weeds 
not established in Twin Lakes but occurring 
in nearby lakes; please stay vigilant for these 
potential invaders to your lake. Bottom left 
to right: tape grass and watershield, aquatic 
native plants common in Twin Lakes. Photos 
by Kim Holzer.
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Proposed By Law Changes

The TLIA Board is recommending six by law changes; we believe these changes will enable our organiza-
tion to operate more effectively and evolve with the changing times.  Most changes are minor in nature.   
The By Law Changes are to be voted upon at the annual meeting.  The full set of by law will be available 
on our web site.
 1. In Article II, section 2.3 & 2.4, we are adding language that identifies current objectives. 
 2. In Article III, section 1, we are proposing a voting option. Section 2, we are clarifying eligibili-
ty of associate membership on the board of directors. 
 3. In Article IV, section 5, we are updating the bylaw to reflect electronic communication.
 4. Article V, Meetings, adding clarification
 5. Article VI, Section 2, we are changing the fiscal year to reflect the actual IRS fiscal year.
 6. Article VII, Parliamentary Authority, clarification of organizational governance. 

ARTICLE II - Goals and Objectives 

2.3.  Increased coordination and participation with other public and private organizations and govern-
ment agencies involved with lake management, water quality and recreational values;

2.4.  Increased public/user knowledge of activities beneficial and detrimental to shoreline protection and 
water quality; and

ARTICLE III - Membership and Voting

Section1.  Voting Membership.  Voting memberships shall be limited to individual owners, contract pur-
chasers or associations, co-partnerships or corporations titled to one or more parcels of real property 
within one mile of Twin Lakes in Kootenai County, Idaho and whose annual dues are current.  There 
shall be one vote per individual or multiple owners.  At the discretion of the President, voting may be by 
a voice vote, or show of hands and display of the designation symbol of valid voting membership or by 
secret ballot provided to validated members.

Section 2.  Associate Membership.  Associate memberships shall be limited to individuals, associations, 
co-partnerships or corporations supporting the goal and objectives of the Twin Lakes Improvement As-
sociation, but not meeting the qualifications for voting membership.  Associated members may attend all 
Associations meetings with full right to participate in all proceedings and discussions, however, shall be 
without a vote and ineligible to serve on membership of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IV - Board of Directors

Section 5.  There shall be no regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors; however, the Board 
shall meet at least two (2) times each year at a mutually agreed time and place for routine business and 
information exchange.  Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by the President or by 
any four (4) members of the Board with five (5) days’ notice,(6) notice to the Board of Directors can be 
made by any electronic form.

ARTICLE V - Membership Meetings

ARTICLE VII -  Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall may govern 
the Association Membership for the annual meeting in all cases to which they are applicable and in which 
they are not inconsistent with these by-laws and any special rules of order the Association may adopt.
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Historical Map of Twin Lakes Available

As anyone who has seen Antiques Roadshows can attest, map collecting is an increasingly popular way to 
own a piece of the past.  We offer a beautiful l map of Twin Lakes that is suitable for framing.  It highlights 
important historical locations along the lakes and makes a great addition to any collection.  It will be avail-

able at our annual meeting for a tax deductable donation of only $10.00.
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W A Y S  T O  
“ H A R D E N ”  

Y O U R  H O M E  
A G A I N S T  
W I L D F I R E  

Use fire-resistant 
roofing material.  

Install metal gutters 
and gutter guards to 
keep debris from 
accumulating. 

Install weather 
stripping around and 
under the garage door 
to prevent embers 
from blowing in. 

Store all combustible 
and flammable liquids 
away from ignition 
sources. 

Make sure that your 
driveway is wide 
enough for  a fire 
truck. 

Make sure your house 
address is clearly 
visible. 

Enclose or box-in 
eaves with non-
combustible materials. 

Install a metal screen 
behind roof vents. 

Select heat and fire-
resistant siding. 

Use metal framing or 
aluminum coverings 
for wood or vinyl. 

Use a fiberglass or 
metal screen for 
windows. 

Spread gravel or other 
non-combustible 
material under the 
deck. 

Separate wooden 
fences from the house 
with a stone or metal 
barrier. 

Keep firewood and 
propane tanks away at  
least 30 feet from the 
house. 

Have a fire 
extinguisher and tools 
such as a shovel, rake, 
bucket, and hoe 
available for fire 
emergencies.  

 

Firewise is a mindset that 
accepts the responsibility 
of living in ecosystems 

where wildres are not a 
ma�er of if, but rather a 
ques�on of when. To save 
lives and property from 

wildre, Firewise programs 
teach people how to adapt 
to living with wildre and 
encourages neighbors and 

communi�es to work 
together to take ac�on 

now to prevent losses. We 
all have a role to play when 
living in Idaho's beau�ful 
wildland/urban interface. 

Kootenai County 
FireSmartTM 

Office of Emergency Management   Kootenai County Sheriffs Office 
5500 N. Government Way, Coeur d’ Alene, ID 83815         208‐446‐1779  kcoem@kcgov.us 

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 

Assemble an Emergency Kit for Your Pet 
The best way to protect your household from the 
effects of a disaster is to have a disaster plan. If you are 
a pet owner, that plan must include your pets. Being 
prepared can save their lives. 
 

Keep items in an accessible place and store them in 
sturdy containers so that they can be carried easily. 
Your kit should include: 
•  Sturdy leashes, harnesses and/or carriers to transport 
pets safely and ensure that they can’t escape. 

•  Food, drinking water, bowls, cat li�er/pan and a 
manual can opener if you pet eats canned food. 

•  Medica�ons and copies of medical records stored in a 
waterproof container. 

•  A rst aid kit. 

•  Current photos of you with your pet) in case they get 
lost. Since many pets look alike, this will help to 
eliminate mistaken iden�ty and confusion. 

•  Informa�on on feeding schedules, medical 
condi�ons, behavior problems, and the name and 
number of your veterinarian in case you have to 
foster or board your pets. 

•  Pet beds and toys, if easily transportable 

Find a variety of websites, publications, and articles to further your FireSmartTM education. 
 

http://idahofirewise.org/library/ 
       https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry/topic/fire 

Wildres  across  the  United  States  have 
taken more  than  100  lives  and  cost more 
than $25 billion dollars in property losses in 
just  the  last  two  years.  That’s why  it’s  so 
important  to  take  steps  to  improve  the 
wildre  safety  of  your  home  and 
community.  
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Position Name Term Email Phone

President Debra Andrews* 2019 fordebto@aol.com
or

twlia@hotmail.com

Cell: (724) 553-8779

Vice President Pat Miller* 2019 milpatre@gmail.com
or

twlia@hotmail.com

Cell: (208) 660-3097

Treasurer Rick VanZandt 2020 twlia@hotmail.com (208) 687-6868

Secretary Sheryl Knowlton 2020 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (360) 485-5078

Board Member James Curb* 2019 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (208) 641-2872

Board Member Laurin Scarcello* 2019 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (208) 661-6090

Corporate Board 
Member

Herb Minatre* 2019 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (208) 6603405

Board Member Kristen Moon 2021 twlia@hotmail.com (208) 352-2671

Board Member Mike Knowles 2020 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (509) 863-4359

Board Member Doug Jayne 2020 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (509) 710-7188

Board Member Mary Jayne 2021 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (509) 710-6791

Board Member Bob Kuhn 2021 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (805) 239-5846

Board Member Paul Galyen 2021 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (513) 646-7958

Board Member Jack Hern 2021 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (208) 659-1181

Board Member Rene Lacroix 2021 twlia@hotmail.com Cell: (208) 818-5447

Twin Lakes Improvement Association Board Members 2019
P.O. BOX 620 Rathdrum, ID 83858

twinlakesimprovementassociation.org
twlia@hotmail.com

*Board Members whose term is up for re-election during 2019 Annual Meeting
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Agency Remarks Contact Person Phone
Kootenai County Sheriff’s Office

5500 N. Government Way
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Sheriff:  Ben Wolfinger

Boat Safety Classes

Emergency
Marine Unit Supervisor: 
Sgt. Klinkerfus

911

208-446-1300

Northern Lakes Fire Protection 
District     

125 W Hayden Ave. 
Hayden Lake, ID 83835

Fire Chief: Pat Riley Emergency
Business / Administration

911
208-772-5711

Idaho Department of Lands  
Mica Forest Protective District

3258 W. Industrial Loop 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Residential fire permits online 
thru the Idaho Department of 
Lands;

Area Manager 
Frank Waterman 
burnpermits.idaho.gov

208-769-1577

Idaho Department of Lands  
Navigational Waters 

3258 W. Industrial Loop
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Dock Permits
Encroachment Permits

Resource Supervisor, 
Lands & Waterways
Mike Ahmer

208-769-1577

Flood Control District #17
Under the Idaho Department of 

Water Resources
   7600 Mineral Drive, Suite 100
   Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815-7763

Water level from 6’4” to 10’4” at 
the dam   (high water). 
Meets the 1st Thursday of each 
month at 7 PM at the Twin Lakes 
Village Office

Dam Keeper: Laurin Scarcello
Commissioners:
Chairman: Gordon Sylte - 
Rathdrum Creek
Janet Armstrong - Rathdrum City 
Gordon Stephenson- Lower Lake
Todd Howe - Upper Lake

208-661-6090

208-659-3256

208-664-2262
208-659-3256
503-209-2687

Twin  Lakes Water District #95c
Under the Idaho Department of 

Water Resources
   7600 Mineral Drive, Suite 100
   Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815-7763

Water level below 6’4” at the dam.
(low water)

Water Master: 
Steve Neff
Assistant Water Master: 
Paul Galyen
Chairman: Terry Keifer
Vice Chairman: Don Ellis

Steveneff2015@gmail.com
208-659-8131
513-646-7958
208-651-1907
208-755-4880

North Kootenai Water District
13649 N. Meyer Rd.
Rathdrum, ID 83858

Meets 1st and 3rd  Thursday of 
each month

Board of Directors President: 
Tom Crimmin
District Manager:  
Chris de Groot

208-687-6593

Panhandle Health District
8500 N. Atlas Rd.
Hayden ID 83835

Septic system permits / new & 
revisions

Division Director: Joseph Righello 208-415-5100

Idaho Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ)

   2110 Ironwood Pkwy. 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

Environmental Quality issues, i.e.: 
Hazardous material spills, Water 
quality, Air quality. 

Director CDA Office: Tom Herron 208-666-4631

Idaho Department of Water 
Resources (IDWR)

7600 Mineral Dr. #100, 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Water Rights Regional Manager: Doug Jones 208-762-2803

Kootenai County - Building and 
Planning Division

451 Government Way. 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

Building permits, codes, storm 
water runoff

Community Development 
Director: 
David Callahan

208-446-1070

Twin Lakes Improvement 
Association 

  P.O. Box 620 
Rathdrum ID 83858

Representing property owners in 
both upper & lower Twin Lakes 
and the Mid-Channel.

TLIA Board President:
Debbie Andrews
TLIA Board Vice President:
Pat Miller

Cell # 724-553-8779

Cell # 208-660-3097

Kootenai County – Parks, 
Waterways and Noxious Weeds 

10905 N. Ramsey Road, 
Hayden 83835

Boat launch on upper and lower 
Twin Lakes

Director: 
Nick Snyder
County Weed Superintendent:   
Bill Hargrave

208-446-1275

208-446-1290

Idaho Department of 
Agriculture

9699 N. Government Way
Hayden, ID 83835

Aquatic Plant Program Mgr. 
Invasive Species Program. 
& Watercraft Inspections
Noxious Weeds

Kim Holzer

Jeremy Varley (Boise)

Cell #434-249-5824

208-332-8667

Idaho Fish and Game
Panhandle Regional Office

2885 W. Kathleen Ave.
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815

Mid channel boat launch
Stock fish in both Twin Lakes 
from Cabinet Gorge Hatchery 
208-266-1431

Regional Conservation Educator
Phil Cooper
Regional Fisheries Manager
Andy Dux

208- 769-1414

208-769-1414
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DUES FORM – Please Mail responses to: 

 TWIN LAKES IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
 POST OFFICE BOX 620 
 RATHDRUM, IDAHO  83858

Please include:

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Beach Area for Representation: ____________________________________________________

Physical Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Member _____

Dues:  $20.00 / year 
2019     ________              
2020     ________
2021     ________
 
• Dues              $____________
• Legal Fund              $____________
• Channel Project      $ ____________ 
• Fish Creek Project  $ ____________
• General Donation    $ ____________     
• Beer, Brats & Band  $___________   $10 in advance or $15 at the door
• Dues and Donation Total   $ ____________       Cash ________ Check ________Credit Card ________

Credit Card Type

Credit Card Number

Expiration Date

CVC #

Authorized Signature

2019 TLIA Newsletter - Page 15 of 16



PO Box 620, Rathdrum, ID 83858

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT 
ORG US  
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Save the Date; TLIA Annual Meeting July 6, 2019 
 Sign in: 9:30am - Meeting: 10:00am to 11:30 am

A 501-C3 Non-Profit Organization 
# 82-0394746
Inc. October 4, 1956


